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Sexton House began the scholastic
year on August 20 at a retreat
with the  Mike Whitehurst family,

in Junction, TX.  We arrived Sunday
morning to have Mass outdoors, over-
looking one of the many rivers that cross
the Texas Hill Country.  The year began

30 in formation in 2017-18 scholastic year

Back row: Victor Manuel Patricio Silva (4th

year), Steven Montez (2nd year), Jean
Emmanuel Melancourt (2nd year), Daniel
Bourg (3rd year), Herat Mondol (2nd year),
Fr. Ron Lafromboise;  Second row: Fr.
Raymond Mwangala, Fr. Raul Salas, Robby
Banda (3rd year), Eugene Mulenga (3rd

year), Vincent Adaikalasamy (3rd year),
Antonio Zapata (3rd year), Mike’s daugh-
ter, Felix Nyambe (4th year);  Front row:
Alejandro Alvarado (1st year), Gigi
Whitehurst, Cosmas Kubai Kithinji (3rd

year), John Whitehurst, Mike Whitehurst.

with 12 scholastics, 3 fomators  and
one scholastic on internship.

There are two fourth year stu-
dents, six third year, three second year
and one first year, all attending theol-
ogy courses in the Oblate School of
Theology,  San Antonio, TX.  They are

a diverse group ranging from ages 24-
42, coming from India (1), Kenya (1),
Nicaragua (1), Haiti (1), Zambia (3),
Mexico (2), USA (3).  Of these, there
are seven studying for the US Province.

On Sept.1, seven renewed
their vows and two made perpetual
vows the following day.  The US can-
didate is scheduled to be ordained
priest in May 2017.

(L-R) Novice master, Bro. Pat McGee,  Fr. Frank Kuczera (formator), Wilbroad
Kapembwa (Zambia), Sarath Kumar Thangaprakasam (India), Michael Kabazo
(Zambia), Joey Methé (French Canada) , Stephen Cheon (Australia), Lázaro Ángel
Leal (San Antonio, TX), and Fr. Jack Lau (formator).

-by Schol. Bro. Alejandro Alvarado

Six young men were formally wel-
comed in a Rite of Reception at
the Immaculate Heart of Mary Novi-

tiate in Godfrey, IL, on Aug. 17. They came
from five countries on four continents to spend
a year in prayer, study and contemplation of
religious life.

Coming  from Melbourne, Australia, Stephen
Cheon,  19, met the Oblates while studying
at Mazenod College, Victoria. He  made his
Pre-Novitiate in Moe, Victoria.

Michael Kabazo, 25, is  from Zambia. He
grew up in an Oblate  parish and entered the

Six enter novitiate

Continued on page 4
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I always enjoyed
Bishop Wilton Gregory’s
newspaper columns when
he was Bishop of the dio-
cese of Belleville, IL. Titled,
“What I Have Seen And
Heard,” it was an update on
his travels throughout the
diocese, people he met,
events he attended, happen-
ings that had occurred.

Some Oblates, Oblate
Associates and employees
have requested more infor-
mation about  the ministry

activities, important events, community
happenings at our ministry sites in the
province. Besides OMI/USA magazine,
Oblate World magazine, the various
Oblate websites, the Council Chronicle,
and other publications, I will try to meet
this request with a report of some of my
visits, events attended, news I hear.

One of my goals as Provincial
is to further unite the Mazenodian Fam-
ily: Oblates, Honorary Oblates, Oblate
Associates, Oblate Partners,  Oblate Af-
filiates, Oblate Employees, Families and
Friends of Oblates. One way I hope to
do this is by sharing with those inter-
ested this quarterly report of happen-
ings throughout the U.S. Province and
even, at times, the Oblate world. Any-
one wishing to receive this quarterly com-

mentary may contact Laura Glasgow, Pro-
vincial Executive Assistant at
provsec@omiusa.org.

Jubilee in Tewksbury
Anniversaries of vows and or-

dinations are a blessed time for renew-
ing our own commitment. Joe Ferraioli’s
homily at the celebration in Tewksbury
helped us in that renewal. His vocation
story inspired us in re-dedicating our-
selves to a  commitment made, for some,
as many as70 years ago!

Alaska visit
Alaska is a beautiful state to visit

any time of the year but especially de-
lightful in June. The Oblates at Kenai
Peninsula (Tom Rush, Roger Bergkamp

and Ron Meyer) minister at four par-
ishes and organize teams of parishio-
ners, along with them, to minister at
the local prison and bring the prison-
ers supplies. In Juneau, I assured Fr.
Pat Travers, Administrator of the dio-
cese, of our continued presence there
and visited Pat Casey, Rector of the
Cathedral. This is truly missionary
work. I was not able to visit Andy
Sensenig in Sitka, Tom Killeen in
Cordova or Roger Schwietz in An-
chorage. Next trip I will!

“Boni” dies
Boni Wittenbrink was 102

years young when he died! He was
the second oldest Oblate in the Con-
gregation. Allen Maes referred to Boni
as a “pioneer” in his homily. Indeed he
was, founding Radio Information Ser-
vice at the Shrine of Our Lady of the
Snows. He was also the first preacher
at Christ the King Retreat Center in
Buffalo, MN, and first Principal of
Allemany High School in California.

Visit with Donors
We are fortunate to know sev-

eral generous donors in the Chicago
area. I visited some of them with Jamie

Superiors’ meeting: Frs. Tom Rush, Antonio Ponce, Terry O’Connell, Juan Ayala

Superiors’ meeting: l-r: Frs. Tom Coughlin, Frank Santucci, Dick Sudlik,
Charles Banks, Jim Brobst
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Kuczera, from Lacombe Province,
Canada. Jack Lau continues on staff.

Novena rosary procession
The beautiful rosary procession

after the Novena Mass at the Shrine of
Our Lady of the Snows brought back
many fond memories of planning and
executing this grand celebration. Grati-
tude to Tom Ovalle, Shrine Director and
Oblates David Uribe, Juan Gaspar,
Andy Knop, Andy Lawlor and the lay
staff for their energy and creativity.
David has moved on to our parishes in
Houston.

CMSM meets
The Conference of Major Su-

periors’ meeting took the theme “the
Common Brotherhood We Share As
Religious.” The keynote address, by Br.

John Mark
Falkenhain, OSB, of
St. Meinrad, IN, fo-
cused on the brother-
hood we share as Re-
ligious, based primarily
on our life together in
community, united by
the charism we share
together. He would be
a possible presenter at
our next Oblate Con-
vocation, probably
during Easter week,

2020. I hope our Superior General,
Louis Lougen, and Canada-U.S. Coun-
cilor, Warren Brown, can be with us
then.

Under 10 come together
The “Under 10” Gathering in

Tijuana was a good reminder to me of
the energy and enthusiasm of our
younger Oblates. Both qualities are evi-
dent in our mission in Tijuana where
Oblates serve at 15 chapels with a total
population in the area of 200,000! Our
pre-novitiate there has been a rich
source of Oblate vocations. The clinic
established by the Oblates serves the
sick and provides eye and dental care
as well to the poor for a minimal charge.

Dick Sudlik led our meeting
and shared honestly and openly about
his struggles and joys in Religious life.
“We are grateful, therefore happy, not
vice versa,” he reminded us. His rec-
ommended reading in preparation for
the meeting was the book, “Availabil-
ity” by Robert J. Wicks.

The Oblates ministering in
Tijuana at the parishes, the administra-
tive team and I met with Archbishop
Francis Moreno to begin some planning
for the future of where the Oblates will
minister in Tijuana.  (See OMI/USA Sep-
tember 2017 p. 10)

Continued on page 4

Superiors’ meeting: l-r: Bro. Pat McGee, Frs. Bill Mason Lon Konold, Raul
Salas, Rich Hall.

Continued from page 2

From  the  Provincial

Green, Charitable Gifts Advisor. Billy
Morell, Jim Chambers, Nino Lajo,
John Madigan, Art Flores and others
maintain regular contact with these gen-
erous folks who help make our minis-
try possible. Many of our Oblate com-
munities remember these good folks in
their prayers daily.

Provinicial team gathers
Jim Brobst, Jim Chambers and

Art Flores arrived in Washington with
their suitcases in tow in early July. Jim
Brobst is Vicar Provincial for Mission
and Ministry; Art Flores is Vicar Pro-
vincial for Personnel and Jim Chambers
is Treasurer. We meet as an adminis-
trative team about every three weeks
to take care of day to day province
business, sending reports of these meet-
ings to the entire Provincial Council.

Novitiate year begins
Our first commitment to the

vowed life might be the one that stays
most strongly in memory. Five novices
took this important step August 1st in
Godfrey. Only one is from the U.S.
Province, Alejandro Alvarado. Six more
novices begin the novitiate August 17th.
Two Oblates are new to the staff: Pat
McGee, Novice Director, and Frank

Frs. Billy Morell and Tom Singer congratulate new
novices Stephen Cheon and Wilbroad Kapembwa.
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Attending Belleville Ministries
In August I spent some days in

Belleville at our various communities
there. I am always edified by the spirit,
even enthusiasm, of our elder Oblates.
Not only in Belleville but in San Anto-
nio and Tewksbury as well, many of
them continue to minister at parishes on
weekends. They are an excellent ex-
ample to us all. Thank you for your vi-
tality and commitment to our way of life.

Meetings at the Missionary As-
sociation, videotaping for Will Shaw,
our Communications Director, and
meeting with Geri Furmanek, Director
of Oblate Associates, occupied some
time in a very enjoyable way.

Barbara Prosser invited the
new Oblate Administrative team to a
reception at the Apartment Community
in Belleville. It was great to see some
old friends there and visit with the  se-
nior Oblates living there. Several Ob-
lates told me about the great care they
receive there.

Oblate Partners at 391
Artie Pingolt, Director of the

Oblate Partnership, organized a meet-

Continued from page 3

ing for the local Oblate Partners at 391
on August 15th. Seamus Finn spoke to
us about the evolving missionary pres-
ence of the Oblates in the world since
Vatican II. The Partners are very gen-
erous to the Oblates; they believe in our
charism and in our ministry. They often
ask how they can continue to assist us
in serving the poor.

JPIC Symposium
The Justice, Peace and Integ-

rity of Creation (JPIC) offices of
Lacombe Oblate Province, Canada,
the JPIC Office of U.S. Province, and
Oblates’ St. Paul’s University spon-
sored a symposium at St. Paul’s in Ot-
tawa, Canada, on August 30th, 2017,
on the theme, “the Cry of the Earth is
the Cry of the Poor.”  (Cf. OMI/USA this
issue, p.13) A joyful celebration of the
Eucharist concluded our time together.

Jubilee in Belleville
Speaking of joyful Eucharistic

celebrations, the celebration of anniver-
saries of vows and ordinations at the
Shrine of Our  Lady of the Snows in
Belleville was, in the words of homilist,
Lon Konold, “an opportunity to renew
ourselves in the vocation the Lord has
given to us.” George Knab presided at

Eucharist. George has been designated
a Missionary of Mercy by the Holy Fa-
ther. Congratulations, George!

Superiors convene
The responsibilities of our

Oblate Superiors is being greatly
enhanced in the new administrative
structures of the province. All 22
Superiors of the province gathered
for a four-day meeting, September
18-21. Our Oblate Superiors have
an important role in the care of  our
aging members.

 Greg Cholewa, along with
Dottie and Mike McDermott, gave pre-
sentations about dealing with memory
loss and helping to ensure proper care
for our senior Oblates. There was lively
discussion about suggestions of how
best to animate our men, foster better
and more regular communication in our
local communities and in the province
as a whole, and how to make the
charism of St. Eugene a deeper, more
significant part of our lives as Religious.

Sr. Rose Schulte, OP, spoke to
us about identifying some of our hopes
and dreams for the province, taught us
some good listening skills and helped
us with conflict resolution and confron-
tation.

Provincial Council gathers
The Provincial Council mem-

bers gathered in Washington Sunday
evening, from Sept.25-28. David Uribe
led the council in a process on Mon-
day to help us get to know one another
better, work more effectively together,
as we learn more about one another’s
gifts and talents.

The agenda of Council meet-
ings will be sent to our Superiors a few
days before each Council meeting so
they can update Oblates on topics to
be discussed. Any Oblate wishing to re-
ceive the agenda  contact Laura Glasgow
(provsec@omiusa.org).

From  the  Provincial

Fr. Konold, Jubilee homilist;  in pew: Frs. Studer, Jim Allen and Greg Cholewa
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Prior to entering the pre-
novitiate, the pre-novice candidates
engaged in a retreat experience.
Returning to Tijuana, they stopped for
refreshments at an ice cream parlor.
Left-right: Emmanuel, Floriberto, Gabriel
and Brandon.

Above, left:  l-r:  Pre-novices Bran-
don Ontiveros, Floriberto
González, Frs. Webert Merilan,
Jesse Esqueda, Julio Narváez,
Marek Stroba, Bill Antone, and
pre-novices: Emmanuel Garcia
and Gabriel Silvestre.

pre-novitiate in 2013, graduating from
St. Bonaventure U with a BA degree.
Wilbroad Kapembwa is also from
Zambia. After studies in a minor semi-
nary in Kasama  (Northern  Zambia)
he entered the pre-novitiate in 2013.
Lázaro Ángel Lealm, 25, a Texan
with a  BA from San Antonio’s  Our
Lady of the Lake U entered the pre-
novitiate Program in Buffalo, NY. He is
discerning a call to Oblate life as a
Brother.

Joey Methé,30, from Canada’s
Notre-Dame-du-Cap province. He
comes to the novitiate after  ten years

Continued from page 1

as a freelance graphic designer and
working with the pastoral team at the
Sanctuaire Notre-Dame-du-Cap.
Sarath Kumar Thangaprakasam,
23,  is  from the state of Tamil Nadu in
India.  Entering seminary for the Ob-
lates in 2012, completed my B.A. in
philosophy at De Mazenod Institute of
Philosophy (affiliated with Indira
Gandhi National Open University at
Perambakkam in Chennai).

Former novice master Fr. Tom
Horan and Fr. Rudy Nowakowski
moved into new ministries at the end of
the last novitiate year. Their places were
taken by Bro. Pat McGee and Fr.
Frank Kuzcera. Fr. Jack Lau
continues with the formation team.

Six enter novitiate

Tijuana pre-novitiate welcomes four

Fifty family members, friends and
benefactors attended the
outdoor Mass on Sept. 9 at

which four pre-novices read their
commitment to follow the principles and
norms of the formation program and
received a small cross.

Fr. Julio Narváez, OMI,
presided and Fr. Jesse Esqueda,
OMI,  preached.

This year’s prenovices are:

Brandon Ontiveros Garcia, 22, hails
from Tijuana. He is in his third year as a
pre-novice.

Floriberto “Beto” González
Castañeda, 31, is in his second year
of pre-novitiate. From the southern
state of Guerrero, he was introduced
to the Oblates while in New York City
by Frs. Daniel Lablanc and Daniel
Nassaney.

Gabriel Silvestre Jiménez, 23,

begins his first year as a pre-novice.
Originally from Guatemala, he is now a
Mexican citizen.

Emmanuel Garcia Bretado, 23, also
in his first year as a pre-novice, is from
Tijuana.

Brandon, Gabriel and
Emmanuel met the Oblates through the
ministry of Fr. Esqueda.

As Frs Francisco Gomez,
OMI, and Stephen Conserva, OMI,
have moved to other assignments, Fr.
William Antone, OMI, is now the
Director of the Tijuana pre-novitiate,
with Fr. Marek Stroba, OMI, as
assistant.

The Buffalo prenovitiateThe Buffalo prenovitiateThe Buffalo prenovitiateThe Buffalo prenovitiateThe Buffalo prenovitiate
welcomed seven prenovices:welcomed seven prenovices:welcomed seven prenovices:welcomed seven prenovices:welcomed seven prenovices:
six for the US province andsix for the US province andsix for the US province andsix for the US province andsix for the US province and
1 for Canada. 1 for Canada. 1 for Canada. 1 for Canada. 1 for Canada. Group photoGroup photoGroup photoGroup photoGroup photo
unavailable.unavailable.unavailable.unavailable.unavailable.
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Please remember in prayer

our recently departed

Fr. Matthias “Matt” Menger, OMI, 92, died
on Aug. 19, 2017 in San Antonio, TX.
Cecilia Louis, 96, sister of the late Fr. John
Louis, OMI, died on Aug. 29 in Milwaukee, WI.
Fr. Michael Bradley, OMI, 91, died on Sept.
15 in Herlev, Denmark.
Evangelina Esqueda, 79, mother of Fr. Jesse
Esqueda, OMI, died on Sept. 24 in California.
Fr. Anthony Dummer, OMI, 76, died on Oct. 3
in Buffalo, MN.
Raymond Lacasse, 83, died on Oct. 8 at IHM
Residence, Tewksbury, MA.
Fr. James N. Lantsberger, OMI, 89, died on
Oct. 9 in Belleville, IL.
Fr. James MacGee, OMI, 86, died on October
10 in Tewksbury, MA.

I’ve had the privilege of living
with some really fine Oblates and some
very life-giving communities in my 32
years of vowed life, and a couple more
before that.

It began with Norm Volk and Mark
Dean in International Falls, MN.  I spent

a year there one winter (!) for my pre-novitiate.  During that
year it looked to me like being an associate pastor in an
Oblate parish was a pretty good life, with the time and op-
portunity to serve people well.  I was in no rush to become a
“pastor,” which ironically meant “more administration!”  I’ve
been out of parish life for 20 years now, and have discov-
ered another bit of irony – how important good administra-
tion is to the good pastoral ministry.  It’s important within the
local ministry itself, but also as a support for those mission-
aries served by the province and general administration.

These “bookend” experiences are insights into the
wisdom of the 1992 Chapter Document “Witnessing as Ap-
ostolic Community.”  The fact of our common life is its own
witness and ministry, in addition to being a support for the
various ministerial tasks many of us do.  When we live as an
Oblate community within a ministerial setting, and we get
it right, people notice.  Unfortunately, when we don’t get
it right, they notice that too.  Without healthy community
missionaries suffer, and so do those whom we serve.

The most essential task for mission and ministry in
the U.S. Province today flows from the work of our prior
administration, from where I also had the privilege of serving
the Oblates in our Province.  We put important and neces-
sary work into the project called “Renewing our Province
Mission” (RPM).  That work is ongoing; it was not a one-
time task.  We continue to refine our ministerial commitments
as a province.  But there’s another element we need to pay
attention to as well.  It was included in the RPM, but should
come to the conscious foreground as we continue adjusting
ministry commitments and
placements.

RPM also can stand for
“Renewing our Province Mis-
sionaries.”  That means indi-
viduals and communities.  The work before us keeps grow-
ing, and our numbers are not what we would like to have.
Fortunately, the “who” of our Oblate resources are worthy
of healthy pride and more than a little bragging.

I have witnessed such incredible generosity in the
members of our province and among those who support us
in our work in so many ways.  One of the great challenges we

face is learning how to be attentive and sensitive to each other
while strengthening our common unity as men who have in-
herited the legacy of a fraternity worthy of our imitation.

Lifting up our mission can only be done well if we
also lift up our men.  That means acknowledging each
other’s talents and abilities, and exercising leadership which
calls us to a balance of work, community and leisure.   That
means learning to do this with each other within local com-
munities and across distances by our communication.  If
St. Eugene could do this with his massive letter-writing minis-
try over 100 years ago, we can certainly do this with and for

each other in the age of immediate
cyber communication.

If you notice nothing else in this
letter, notice this – you and your
work are appreciated.  Our pres-

ence and our ministry are necessary in this world.  Thank
you for being an Oblate whether you are novice, in first
formation, in early years of ministry, in your prime, a “RAM”
or praying for us while bed-ridden.  St Eugene has good
reason to be proud of us, and we have good reason to be
proud of each other.                                    -by Fr. Jim Brobst,
OMI

...the ‘who’ of our Oblate resources are
worthy of healthy pride and more than a

little bragging.
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King’s House, Belleville, IL  held
its first Hispanic Couples
Retreat on the Sept. 1-3

weekend. Fr. Salvador (Chava)
Gonzalez, OMI, led the presenting
team which had met weekly for several
months to prepare for the event.

48 couples from 3 different
local parishes joined others from as far
away as Tennessee and Kansas City for
the spiritual exercises.

“For three Floridian couples
who were members of the presenting
team, this was a really welcome home-
coming, as they had been members of
former Oblate parishes in the Miami
area:  St. Stephen’s and Santa Monica.
They were so happy to know that
King’s House was a ministry of the
Oblates,” said Fr. Chava.

“Couples come from  far away
because couples’ retreats in Spanish are
hard to find,” said Fr. Chava. “For many
Hispanics, Spanish is their liturgical
language. Even those who have been

Kings House holds its
1st Hispanic retreat

By Fr. Salvador Gonzalez, OMI

Fr. Jacques Nguyen returns to Vietnam
by Fr. Gene Tremblay, OMI

Vietnamese Oblate Fr. Jacques Nguyen has been living with us at the
Andre Garin Residence in Lowell, MA for the past year, improving
his English language skills. Returning to Vietnam shortly, he will be

charged with translating all OMI documentation into Vietnamese and running
the communications office there.
        Fr. Jacques has considerable computer skills and is adept at handling
Photoshop programs.  He generously helped us design banners commemorat-
ing our Oblate martyrs - these will be displayed in the Shrine of St. Joseph
the Worker on their respective feast days.  One banner commemorates our
Spanish Oblate Martyrs (1936) and the other our Laotian Oblate Martyrs
(1960-69).

 Fr. Jacques attended the North American celebration of the Beatifi-
cation of the Laotian Oblates that took place in Belleville, IL earlier this sum-
mer and was happy to represent his fellow Vietnamese Oblates at that impor-
tant event for the Church and all Oblates of Southeast Asia.

here for years and speak perfect
English, often prefer Spanish liturgies
because for them it is the language of
their hearts.”

Fr. Chava went on to describe
some differences in retreats for Hispanic
couples: “One big difference is that many
of these folks are recent arrivals, coming
from many different countries with
different cultures. They feel isolated by

Fr. Chava (front, middle)  with  members of the presenting team.

Fr. Jacques with banners he designed.

language barriers and because they are
separated from family and friends back
home. So community for them is
Church. It’s the only place they feel
safe, welcome. Being around other
couples in the same circumstance can
almost be like group therapy. ”

This was the largest couples
retreat this year at King’s House. Two
more dates scheduled for 2018.
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To mark 60 years of ministry as
an inner city spiritual oasis, St
Joseph the Worker Shrine in

Lowell, MA  launched an annual
Christian Worker Recognition Award in
2016.

Through his resolute action, St.
Joseph demonstrated his faith, love and

Lowell’s St. Joseph the Worker makes
Christian Worker Recognition Awards

acceptance of God’s will - under chal-
lenging and even dangerous circum-
stances.  He took on immense respon-
sibility humbly and without hesitation

Awardees are folks in the
greater-Lowell area who have demon-
strated the Christian values of  faith, hu-
mility and outreach to the marginalized

in their personal lives
as well as integrity
and service in the
workplace. They are
selected after a con-
grega t ion-wide
nominating process
followed by a dis-
cernment rendered
by the Selection
Committee.  The
two recipients of this
year’s St. Joseph
the Worker Award
were Mr. Kevin
Roy and Mr. Frank

Stewart.
Kevin Roy is a deputy sheriff

in Middlesex County – he is well
known among his peers for treating all
offenders coming into the Sheriff’s Of-
fice with a great deal of respect.

He has volunteered his carpen-
try skills, single-handedly restoring and
refurbishing a series of outdoor enclo-
sures housing the Fourteen Stations of
the Cross that form part of a landmark
Grotto in the city.

Kevin counts his wife and 5
young children as the center of his life
and yet manages to enthusiastically
dedicate time and talent to church, work
and community.

Frank Stewart, a Master
Electrician, is the owner of Stewart
Electric Company and is a parishio-
ner at St. Michael’s in North Andover.
He carries out his professional duties
with a high degree of responsibility and
unfailingly provides quality service .

Frank is very generous in ex-
tending assistance to the Shrine –  “in-
kind” donations of time and materials
are most often the rule in his profes-
sional dealings with us.

by Fr. Gene Tremblay, OMI

Left-r: Frank Stewart, Fr. Tremblay and Kevin Roy

Ten Oblates celebrated ordi-
nation (O) and vow (V) an-
niversaries at the Shrine of

Our Lady of the Snows, Belleville,
IL on Sept. 13.
Seated: l-r: Frs. Don Dietz (60-O),
John Madigan (40-O); Standing: l-r:
Frs.  Tom Singer (65-V; 60-O),
Sherman Wall (65-V; 60-O), Urban
Figge (65-V; 60-O), Thomas Ovalle
(40-O), George Knab (50-O), Art
Flores (25-O), Joe Ferraioli (40-O),
Lon Konold (40-O). (Unable to at-
tend: Frs. James Lantsberger (65-
V; 60-O),  Archbishop Roger
Schwietz (50-O), Frs. Patrick Casey
(40-O),  Gregory Gallagher (25-O).
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Approximately 600 people  participated in  a
“Peaceful Protest Border Wall March/Rally”
organized by Betty Perez of the Lower Rio

Grande Sierra Club.
Beginning  at the Oblates’ Our Lady of

Guadalupe Catholic Church in Mission, TX, the
March   terminated at La Lomita Chapel.  This chapel,
dedicated to the Blessed Mother, “La Mission de
Maria,” was constructed in the mid 19th century by
the first Oblate Missionaries who ministered both sides
of the Mexican/American Border.  It served as a stop
over for the missionaries in their travels on horseback
between Brownsville and Roma, Texas.  The city of
Mission took the name “Mission” from the Oblate
chapel.  Recently the city  has adopted the chapel
grounds as a local Monument and a city park.

Some of the participants walked the four miles
to the chapel, others traveled in their automobiles,
bicycles, golf carts or motorcycles

Fr. Roy Snipes, OMI, pastor of Guadalupe
parish, accompanied by former Oblate Louis
DeAnda,  led the march in his 1982 Ford Escort
with an image of Our Lady of Guadalupe mounted
on the roof of the car and a processional Oblate cross
tied to the front bumper.  (Of course, Bendito, Newly
and  Charlotte, three of Fr. Roy’s dogs, rode in the
car.)

Fr. Roy began the rally with a prayer,
inviting everyone to join him in thanking our
Heavenly Father for all His blessings and asking
our Lord Jesus for strength, understanding and
perseverance in facing the present threat of the

border wall.  A mariachi group from San Luis Potosi, Mexico
entertained the crowd.

Expressing
the viewpoint of the
groups they
represented, other
speakers included:
Rep. Vicente
Gonzales of the US
House of
Representatives;
Martha Sanchez
from La Union del
Pueblo Entero; Juan
M a n c i a s
representing the
Native American
Texas Tribe “Carrizo

C o m e c r u d o ; ”
Scott Nicol of the
Lower Rio Grande
Valley Sierra Club; Imam Ahmad, Masjid Mosque in McAllen;
Efren Olivares, attorney for Texas Civil Rights Project; and
Mariana Trevino Wright of the National Butterfly Center.

Fr. Roy summed up the group feeling: “It’s a great day in
the neighborhood!”

A second  rally sponsored by the Lower Rio Grande
Valley Sierra Club was held the following day close to
Brownsville, TX, 85 miles east of Mission, where a proposed
border wall would threaten an animal wild life reserve.

Fr. Snipes begins the rally with a prayer of thanksgiving.

Marchers protest bulding
divisive border wall

-Story by Louis DeAnda; photos from Albert Solis.
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The Justice, Peace and Integrity
of Creation (JPIC) offices of
Lacombe Oblate Province,

Canada,  of U.S. Province, and St.
Paul’s University sponsored a sympo-
sium at St. Paul’s in Ottawa, Canada,
on August 30, 2017, on the theme, The
Cry of the Earth is the Cry of the Poor.”

The Symposium’s goal was to
heighten awareness of the intercon-
nectedness between care for the earth
and concern for all of life, especially
the poor in our midst. Chief
planners for the day were Bro.
Len Rego, OMI, Director of
JPIC–Lacombe and Fr. Anto-
nio Ponce, OMI, Director of
JPIC–USA.  Over 50 Oblates,
Oblate Associates, professors,
students, interested parties
from both Canada and the U.S.
attended the one day event.
Another 80 folks followed the
proceedings on-line.

Mme. Chantal Beau-
vais, Rector of St. Paul’s Ob-
late University, welcomed everyone.
Her brief introduction to the day includ-
ed the plea for schools, especially col-
leges and universities, to be places
where theory, speculation, analysis in-
clude praxis  in discovering ways to care
for the earth and the poor.

Fr. Gilberto Piñon, Ob-
late missionary in Bolivia, joined
the conference by Skype. He chal-
lenged each Oblate community of
the congregation to discover who
the poor are in our midst and then
use some practical steps in accom-
panying them. Oblates must give
witness to an Oblate spirituality and
theology of mission. That will form the
basis, be the underpinning, for our care
for the earth, for one another.

Fr. Seamus Finn, OMI,
Consultant to JPIC and Advisor for
Corporate Faith Based Investing, out-
lined the Biblical tradition of who is
identified as the poor and spoke about
who are the “new poor” in our world.
He reminded us of some more recent

strategies and plans in help-
ing the poor: “halving the
number of those below the
poverty line by 2020; the
Paris ecology summit; new
organizations founded for
helping the poor.

Sr. Linda Gibler,
O.P., Professor at Oblate
School of Theology, San

Antonio, summarized how the papal
encyclical “Laudato Si” emphasizes the
unity of all of creation. “The earth is a

shared inheritance, given to all of cre-
ation, by  God,” she said.
Mr. Joe Gunn, Executive Director
of Citizens for Public Justice, gave
some practical steps for the partici-
pants to employ in caring for the earth,
caring for each other. “Laudato Si,”
he said, “is not so much new news
as it is good news. It is a new op-
portunity for us to renew our care for
one another, for all of creation, even
for ourselves.”

Fr. Ken Forster, OMI, Pro-
vincial of Lacombe Province, and I

gave a brief summary of the main
thoughts of the day and spoke about
how the suggestions offered might be
more fully integrated into each of our
Oblate communities in the Canada –
U.S. region.

The 36th Oblate General
Chapter spoke often about an “inten-
tional interculturality, i.e., the conscious,
deliberate integration of those from oth-
er cultures, ethnicities, backgrounds, as
fully participating members in our Ob-
late communities and ministries. Our
mandate to Oblates and to those who
share our Oblate charism, from the
Chapter, is clear. Making the mandate
part of our lives is the challenge now
before us.

Fernanda de Castro, Secretary to JPIC-
Lacombe, Dr. Chantal Beauvais, and Bro.
Len Rego, OMI.

L-r:  Provincials Ken Forster and Lou Studer
with Vicars Ken Thorson and Jim Bleackley.

Ms. Erin Ryan, Oblate Associate and Sympo-
sium Panelist, Fr. Ken Forster, OMI, Provincial
of Lacombe Province, and Fr. Jim Bleackley,
OMI, Lacombe Vicar Provincial

Canada, U.S. JPIC offices join St. Paul U
in sponsoring a Laudato Si  Symposium

By Fr. Lou Studer, OMI
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Each year, Oblate scholastics from
international houses of formation

from Rome, Poland, Italy and US gather
for a summer experience in the birth
place of the Missionary Oblates: Aix-
en-Provence in France.

The Aix experience for
scholastics allows them to see, feel and
to be touched by our Oblate origins,
particularly the life of St. Eugene de
Mazenod and his first companions. The
experience invites the scholastics to let
St. Eugene speak to them in all the
events and encounters.

The assistant general for
formation,  In a homily during Mass, Fr.
Cornelius Ngoka, OMI, the assistant
general for formation, invited the
scholastics to carry the Oblate heritage
over to the next generation. That
heritage can be lived by charity, zeal for
souls, community and mission.

In my opinion, this invitation

That’s Sch. Bro. Felix Nyambe in the 2nd row, sporting a Texas T-shirt.

Oblate Scholastics engage in
AIX-en-Provence experience

by Sch. Bro. Felix Bwalye Nyambe

can be extended to all Oblates,
especially as we celebrate The year of
Oblate vocations.

Led by the Holy Spirit and
while responding to the signs of time,
“The Church is counting on us to

respond to the needs of the poor today,
and to ‘write new pages’ in the history
of evangelization”. (Letter of Fr. Louis
Lougen, OMI,  for “The year of
Oblate vocations”.) Every Oblate
should live and share the OMI heritage.

Left: Looking south toward Belleville: the Missionary Association of  Mary
Immaculate building is in the background.
Bottom, L:, Looking north toward St. Louis: the  exterior of  the Hofbrau
restaurant is complete.  That’s the Minds Eye radio tower in the middle back.
Bottom, R: View of  restaurant with the brewing tanks affixed.

Work on the Hofbrau restaurant on the grounds opposite the Shrine
of Our Lady of the Snows, Belleville, IL is expected to be finished

by Nov. 15, 2017.
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The inaugural Christian Invest-
ment Summit took place at the
Billy Graham Training Center

just outside of Ashville NC August 16
– 18. The event brought  together in-
vestment and financial thought-leaders
to learn more about Biblically Respon-
sible Investing.

The event was steeped in the
evangelical tradition that drew from the
Jewish and Christian scriptures, the
preached word and many rich hymns
and songs of praise. These morning and
evening services wrestled with themes
like “Marketplace Faith” and the how
the value system of Jesus Christ might
inform the principles and the decision-
making processes that guide both the
advisory services and transactions that
investment practitioners offer to their
clients each day.

I was invited to talk about my
experience in the larger field of faith
based and socially responsible invest-
ing and to participate in the conversa-
tions and exchanges that were an im-
portant part of the way the summit un-
folded.

The stories and experiences of
some 30 speakers and participants
were both profoundly personal when
they spoke about personal conversions
and about the challenges faced when
any biblical principles and priority val-
ues were broached in the more con-
ventional investing environment and
firms where they worked.

My morning meditation fo-
cused on the elements that are found in
the prophetic and wisdom traditions
and that are available to us each day.
These elements may call us to denounce
a certain type of behaviors or products

Finn speaks on Biblical
Responsible Investing

by Fr. Séamus Finn, OMI

and announce those products and ser-
vices that we find to be constructive.
The wisdom tradition calls us to be in-
clusive of future generations in our
judgments and to care for the earth in
all its beauty and bounty in our discern-
ment and decisions.

At another session, I explored
the common approach that believers

Recently, Fr. Finn
participated in the
visit of the

Community of Interest
Advisory Panel from the
Mining Association of Canada
to the Raglan mine region in
Nunavik in northern Quebec.

The weather did not
cooperate with scheduled
travel to visit the Kangiqsujuaq
so a visit to the Kangiqsujuaq
is still being considered
weather permitting (plenty of
wind, rain, and chilly
temperatures in the area.) The
former was replaced by a
road trip to Deception Bay
and smaller group
conversations with workers at
that shipping site.

The map below details the area
including the surrounding local
communities, the land area and the

coming from different faith traditions fol-
low as they seek to align the manage-
ment of their assets with their beliefs. A
commitment to responsible ownership of
shares in a company or investments in
different funds must include a commit-
ment to “engagement” with the repre-
sentatives of those companies or funds
about the policies, practices and issues
that need to be improved.

surrounding waterways, bays and inlets,
including “Deception Bay”.

Oblates from Notre Dame du
Cap province served in the region of
the mine and the Oblate Lacombe
province maintains a missionary
presence in the Nunavut territory, west
of Hudson Bay and in the Churchill
diocese.

The Oblate presence in the
area is rich and historic and detailed
in different OMI archives and
publications and recently in the
biography of Fr. Jules Dion,
OMI,“Fifty Years Below Zero.” Fr.
Dion is living at the Oblate
Richelieu residence in Quebec.

Fr. Jules Dion, OMI, receives the gold medal
for exceptional merit from the  Lt. -gover-
nor of Québec, J. Michel Doyon.
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Haitian Oblate Fr. Jean Francois, who presided and preached at the closing
liturgy, is joined by, from left, Charlie Rotunno (Raskob), Fr. Joe Corriveau,
OMI, Fr. Mazile, OMI and Artie Pingolt.

The Missionary Oblate
Partnership, through Mission
Project Service (MPS), its new

joint ministry with the Oblate School of
Theology, delivered a three day work-
shop in Port au Prince October 6-8.

The workshop was convened
by the Haitian Religious Conference,
while the Haitian Oblate provincial.  Fr.
Loudeger Mazile, served as the offi-
cial host for the weekend.

In addition to Fr. Loudeger
and three other local Oblates, nearly
50 religious as well as representatives

Partnership delivers
grantwriting workshop

by Artie Pingolt

from the Haitian Bishops Conference
attended.  Partnership President Artie
Pingolt delivered the workshop, to-
gether with Fr. Bill Johnson, SJ and
Mr. Charlie Rotunno, from the Raskob
Catholic Foundation in the US.

Sessions on congregational
sustainability, project cycle manage-

One of the six Workshop Presenters on staff,  Fr. Bill Johnson, SJ  a Jesuit
priest from Milwaukee (front)

ment, grant research and drafting of
an application request and full  proposal
document were  part of theweekend.

The Latin America Commit-
tee of the USCCB underwrote the
event, held at the Haitian Religious
Conference headquarters.

“Some branches of
research, in fact, utilize

human embryos,
inevitably causing their
destruction. ...“But we

know that no ends,
even noble in

themselves, such as a
predicted utility for
science, for other

human beings or for
society, can justify the
destruction of human

embryos.”
     -Pope Francis, May 18, 2017
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Fall Meetings held in MN, MA

The Province Fall Gatherings took place in Belleville,
IL, Sept. 13-15 at King’s House; Buffalo, MN, Oct. 2-4 at
Christ the King Retreat Center; Tewksbury, MA, Oct. 10-

11 at IHM Residence; San Antonio, TX, Oct. 16-18 at the Oblate
Renewal Center; and San Fernando, CA, Oct. 24-26 at Poverelo of
Assisi Retreat House.

Besides a Plenary open discussion session, other
sessions focused on Mission and Ministry and the Role
of the Superior; two sessions led by Fr. Greg Cholewa,
OMI, on province healthcare; finances; and a dialogue with
the provincial council. (Photos are from two meetings that
took place before OMIUSA went to press.) Above, in Tewksbury, l-r: Frs. Jim Chambers, Dwight

Hoeberechts, and  Don Lozier
Below,  in Buffalo, l-r: Fr. Jim Deegan, Bro. Dan Bozek,
Frs. Paul Nourie, Joe Hitpas and Dan Nassaney

Below, in Tewksbury, l-r: Frs. Paul Noruie, Charlie Beausoleil, Greg
Cholewa, Bill O’Donnell, Greg Gallagher

Above, in Buffalo, Frs. John Cox and
Greg Cholewa
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Early this year, the first plank was
laid in a construction project in
a mountainous region of Haiti to

rebuild a Catholic church destroyed in
an earthquake in 2010. Attending the
groundbreaking included an engineer
who had organized the project.

Fr. Real “Joe” Corriveau,
OMI, a Winthrop, ME native who first
moved to the Caribbean nation in the
1960s, founded the parish, St. Anthony
of Padua, in the town of Fond Oies.

When they heard of  the disas-
ter, several of Fr. Corriveau’s  child-
hood friends in Winthrop began a
fundraising campaign for the roughly
$250,000 construction project. They
have so far raised $180,000, which was
enough to begin construction on the
concrete building, which is 80 feet long
and 40 feet wide. -Story by Charles Eichacker
originally published by the Kennebec Journal

Fr. Corriveau, (C), with Raymond Fleury, (L), and Lou Carrier, (R) who were
among those friends whose fundraising enabled the rebuilding of
St.Anthony Church.  - Staff photo by Charles Eichacker.

The Oblate Vocation team
sponsored a “Come and See”
weekend Oct. 6-8 at the Oblate

pre-novitiate in Buffalo, NY. Ten young
men ranging in age from 18 to 37 came
from California, Oregon, Texas,
Louisiana, and Illinois to meet the Oblates
and look at the possibility of religious life
through the eyes of a peer group of young
men already in formation as pre-novices.

 Frs. Richard Hall, Harold
Fisher and Tuan Pham accompanied
the discerners. Director of the pre-
novitiate, Fr. Alex Roqué, OMI, made
the weekend’s presentations. The pre-
novices hosted a “Getting to know you”
session, wherein the discerners shared
their stories with the Pre-novices who then
did the same. The pre-novices themselves
set the schedule and designed the
weekend.

The next “Come and See” will
be held the weekend of January 12, 13,
14, 2018 in San Antonio, where the
Oblate Scholastics will be involved.

  Fr. Hall and San Antonio Office
Manager Irma Noyola (r) meet some
of the Texas group at the airport.

How can one come to Buffalo, NY
without visiting Niagra Falls?
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Fr. Scott Hill, OMI,  recently partici-
pated at one of several Bay Area dem-

onstrations resisting the growing wave of
hate, bigotry, and  xenophobia  as well as
manifesting solidarity with the
Charlottesville resistance movement.

Insane for the Light: Spirituality for our Wisdom Years: 5th
Annual International Retreat with Fr.. Ron Rolheiser, OMI.  Feb.
25-March 1 2018 at Oblate School of Theology. Today, thanks
to better health practices and contemporary medicine most of us can
delay much longer both the debilitations of aging and the onset of
death, but that leaves us with the question: How should we live out
these latter years? Is there a second generativity beyond that of our
young and middle years?  We are in dire need of spirituality for both
our latter years and for how we should ideally face our own death.
Drawing upon literature, psychology, the arts, scripture, theology,
and spirituality, this retreat will try to begin some formulations to-
wards A Spirituality for our Wisdom Years.
√√√√√ Fr. Antonio Ponce, OMI (photo below, far l)  joined the

Franciscan Action Network (FAN) and other groups at a vigil in front of the
White House aimed at bringing together immigrants, their families, friends, and
supporters to fight for youth and their futures, with supporters rotating shifts daily.

And whatever you do,And whatever you do,And whatever you do,And whatever you do,And whatever you do,
whether in word orwhether in word orwhether in word orwhether in word orwhether in word or
deed, do it all in thedeed, do it all in thedeed, do it all in thedeed, do it all in thedeed, do it all in the

name of the Lordname of the Lordname of the Lordname of the Lordname of the Lord
Jesus, giving thanks toJesus, giving thanks toJesus, giving thanks toJesus, giving thanks toJesus, giving thanks to

God the FatherGod the FatherGod the FatherGod the FatherGod the Father
through him.through him.through him.through him.through him.

                                       Col. 3:17Col. 3:17Col. 3:17Col. 3:17Col. 3:17
√√√√√ Check out the October 2017, volume 9 of Ecumenical Trends for an
interesting article by Fr. Harry E. Winter, OMI: A Commentary on the Statement
“Christian Witness in a Multi-Religious World.” OMI/USA ran an article by Fr.
Winter re-ferring to the Statement in the July 22017 issue on page 7.


